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Dominican and Jesuit disputes about the " Chinese Customs," i.e. the
expediency of paying religious veneration to Confucius and departed
ancestors, and terming God " The Lord of Heaven/' did much to destroy
the appreciable amount of good already effected, but notwithstanding
these and other sets-back, Catholicism made distinct progress in China
especially during the latter part of the eighteenth Century, when the
friendly Emperor, Keen Lung, showed much favour to the missionaries.
But under his successor, Kea-King (1795-1820), the aspect changed. A
violent persecution arose, and though Europe, owing to the Napoleonic
conflagration, was too distracted to notice it, the war against Christianity in
China claimed its martyr victims by the thousand! Rumours of the trials
of the faithful in the Celestial Empire, however, became more incisive,
after 1815, and they aroused great enthusiasm among many holy souls.
One of the many fired by the stories of the constancy of the martyrs,
was Jean Gabriel Perboyre, the son of pious parents, Pierre and Marie
Perboyre, who was born at Puech, Cahors, France, 6th January, 1802.
After some edifying years at the elementary school of his native place, he
entered the little Seminary of Montauban and having completed the usual
course there, he proceeded in December, 1818, to the.Vincentian College
at Montauban as a student for the foreign missions. He took the four
Vows, 28th December, 1820, and was ordained priest, 23rd September,
1825, by Mgr. Louis Guillaume Dubourg, then bishop of New Orleans,
who the following year, was translated to Montauban. During his
Seminary course, Pere Perboyre had greatly distinguished himself in
dogmatic theology, and though it was his ardent wish to go at once to
China, he found himself selected to teach divinity at the Seminary of Saint
Flour. While there, he was regarded as a model of holiness, and his
lectures derived a double force from the fact that he imbued his students
with the same saintly enthusaism as filled his own soul. They felt that
in very truth, they were equipping themselves for the glorious work of
the mission field, and that every bit of information they acquired increased
their efficiency and insured ultimate success. So greatly did he impress
all around him, that in 1832, he was chosen for the responsible post of
Sub-director of the House in Paris. Here he remained till 1835, and then
at last received permission to go to the East. He arrived at Macao, 29th
August, the same year. The progress he made in colloquial Chinese
must have been very rapid, for by December, he had been appointed to
the important mission of Ho-Nan. The Lazarists or Vincentians to which
Congregation Pfere Perboyre belonged, had succeeded the Jesuit Fathers
at Peking in I783,1 and a notable feature of their apostolate has been to
1 By a decree of Propaganda, 7th December, 1783, approved by Louis XVI at Versailles,
8th January, 1784.